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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  September 15 , 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
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Manuel Martinez  
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Recording Secretary 
Joe Szabo               312-523-3532 

Treasurer: 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 
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Paul De Rose 

Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
 

Auction 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Bus Trip 
Nina Ragle    949-497-5626 

Meeting Refreshments 
An D. Truong   714-932-1244            

Membership 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Chassagne  949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Al Nelson   949-854-2681 
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Carol Upston   310-346-4203 

Publicity 

Open             
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Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 
 

 
 
 

Frank Goya at Kofu! 
 

For out September meeting, renowned bonsai master Frank Goya will 
create a saikei, a bonsai landscape for us and his creation will be raffled off 
at the end of the meeting. 
In addition, Frank will be ably assisted by Herb Eisenberg, past president 
of Dai Ichi Kai and rabid bonsaist, who will provide commentary during the 
demonstration.  Frank says this saikei will be an extra-special one. 
 
Frank Goya is one of the original founding bonsai artists of Southern 
California and has traveled extensively teaching and demonstrating the art 
of saikei, creating bonsai landscapes.  I am fortunate to have several of 
Frank's beautiful works in my collection and they are a pleasure to look at 
and to care for.  I urge you not to miss the chance to own one of these 
fascinating miniature landscapes.    
 

Carol Upston   
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July Auction 
 

                              
 

Once again we have completed a successful and eventful annual auction. Joe James presided as our 

Barker and did an excellent job as usual, THANKS JOE. 
  

The money raised will go to update some equipment and provide programs to educate people and 
promote the art of Bonsai.  
  
I would like to thank those listed below for their generosity in donating the money raised from the sale 
of their Bonsai material and related items. It is because of this type of event and support of the 
membership that we are able to continue having a strong presence in the Orange County area 
  

THANK YOU                     

 

 Bill Hutchinson, Joe James, Manuel Martinez, Tak Nakamura, Ryan Nichols, Larry Ragle, ish 
Miya, Bob White, Jeff Yang, Dick Anderson, Steve Ellison, Harry Hirao, Kazuo Hosozawa, Brian 
Grant. 

 

 
 

 

 

  
                    

K O F U  B ON S AI  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  MAR T Y  M AN N  

 

S E PT E M B ER ,  2 01 2  ( # 8 5 )  

 

G r o wt h  p a t t e r ns  o f  m o s t  t r e es  b eg i n  t o  s lo w  d o w n a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h ey  n o  l o ng e r  s ho w s i g ns  

o f  v i g o r  o r  t h e  b l us h  o f  s um m er  g r e e n e r y .  T h e y  w i l l  no t  s ho w a u t um n co l o r s  y e t  s i nc e  t h e  

c h em i ca l  c ha ng es  r eq u i r e d  do  n o t  b eg i n  t o  m a t e r i a l i z e  un t i l  l a t e  i n  S e p t em b er .  T h e  

" Au t u m n a l  Eq u i n ox ”  a p p r o a c h es  - -  t h e  da y  o f  eq u a l  n i g h t s  a n d  da ys  t ha t  l e a ds  us  i n t o  t h e  

f a l l  s e a s o n ,  a r ea s  i n  o u r  ya r d ,  p r ev i o u s l y  e x p o s e d  t o  f u l l  s u n ,  ha v e  m o r e  s ha d e  a n d  

c o n ve r s e l y  t r ee s  g e t  l es s  l i g h t  t ha n  t h e y  a r e  a c c us t o m e d t o  ha v i ng  i n  o r de r  t o  g r o w .  N o t i c e  

t r e e  l o c a t i o ns .  M o v e  d e c i d u o us  t r ee s  i n t o  c o o l e r  a r e a s  i f  yo u  ha v e  ha d  r e c en t  p e r i o ds  o f  

r eg r o w t h .  I n  s p i t e  o f  p e r i o ds  o f  c o o l  w e a t h e r ,  t r e es  c a n  r es p o n d  t o  t h e  wa r m t h  o f  t he  l a t e  

s um m er  a n d  d ev e lo p  ne w fo l i a g e .   

 

F a l l  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l u x u r i o us  g r o w t h  o f  s um m er  a n d  t h e  l a s t  s p u r t  o f  a c t i v i t y  

b e fo r e  s e t t l i ng  d o wn  f o r  w i n t e r  do r m a n cy .  B o n s a i  w i l l  no  l o ng e r  g r o w  v e r y  m uc h  s o  t h e  

n e e d  fo r  e x t e ns i v e  p r u n i ng  s h o u ld  b e  m i n i m a l .  S i nc e  r e c e n t  g r o w t h  m a y  ha v e  a d de d  g i r t h  

t o  b r a nc h es  a n d  t r u n k s ,  c h ec k  a l l  w i r e d  b r a n c h es  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  a r e  s e t  a n d ,  i f  t h e y  a r e ,  

r em o v e  t h e  w i r es .   

 

A s s u m i ng  yo u  h a v e  p r o p e r l y  r e d uce d  t h e  n i t r o g e n  f e e d i n g  d u r i ng  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o n t hs  t h e  

f a l l  co lo r s  o n  d e c i d u o us  t r e es  w i l l  s h o w  o n  l i q u i d  a m b e r s ,  m a p le s ,  g i n g k o e s ,  ho r nb e a m s  

a n d  z e l c o v a .  C o o l  n i g h t s  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  e q u a l  da ys  a n d  n i g h t s  a dd  t o  t h i s  p he n o m en o n .  

W i n t e r  g r o wt h  g e n e r a l l y  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  l i g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  w o o d y  b r a n c h es  a n d  t r u n k s .   
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F a l l  i s  a n  ex c e l l e n t  t i m e  t o  g a t he r  t r e e  s e e ds  a s  t h e y  r i p e n .  Se e ds  f r o m  o a k  t r e e  a co r ns ,  

p i n e  t r e e  co n es  a n d  m a n y  v a r i e t i e s  o f  m a p l es  a r e  i n  p r o f us i o n - - a n  e x ce l l e n t  s o u r c e  f o r  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  b y  o v e r  w i n t e r i ng  i n  y o u r  r e f r i g e r a t o r .  P l a n t  t h em  i n  e a r l y  s p r i ng  f o r  n e w  

n u r s e r y  s e e d l i ng s  a n d  f u t u r e  t r a i n i n g  s t o ck .   

 

P r u n i ng  a n d  p i n c h i ng  i s  s t i l l  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  s lo w - d o wn .  K e ep  

e v e r g r e e ns  a n d  co n i f e r s  i n  s h a p e .  O ur  c l i m a t e  a l l o ws  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  f o r  n ew  g r o w t h  t o  

d e v e lo p  a n d  h a r d e n  b e f o r e  w i n t e r  co o l  d a ys  e n co ur a g es  do r m a ncy .  C he ck  t he  g r o wt h  o f  

n e w  ca n d l es  o n  p i ne s .  T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t i m e  f o r  s e co n d  c a n d le  r em o va l .  A t t e n t i v e  c u t  b a ck  a n d  

p i n c h i n g  m i n i m i z es  u na t t r a c t i v e  l o ng  i n t e r no d es  a n d  lo s s  o f  c o m p a c t ne s s .  T h e  m o r e  y o u  

p i n c h  a n d  c u t  t h e  m o r e  b r a n c h  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o c c u r s  a n d  ne w  b u ds  f o r m  f o r  s p r i ng .  T h i s  

c o ns t a n t  a t t en t i o n  f r o m  e a r l y  f a l l ,  t h r o ug ho u t  t he  do r m a n t  w i n t e r  s ea s o n ,  w i l l  i n t en s i f y  yo u r  

d e s i g n  o b j e c t i v es .  

 

L i m i t  c u t t i ng s ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  y e a r ,  t o  h a r dw o o d s p e c i m e n s  o r  t r o p i c a l  va r i e t i es .  T h e  us e  o f  

a  r o o t i ng  ho r m o ne s  a n d  a  p r e - s o a k i ng  o f  a  r o o t i ng  s t i m u la n t ,  s u c h  a s  B - 1  o r  S up e r t h r i ve ,  

i m p r o v es  t h e  o d ds  o f  s u c c es s .  A  b a s i c  r o o t i ng  m e d i u m  s uc h  a s  2  p a r t s  p e a t  m o s s  w i t h  l  

p a r t  p e r l i t e  o r  c o a r s e  s a n d  w i l l  s e r ve  yo u  w e l l .  K e ep  t h e  r o o t i ng  m ed i um  s l i g h t l y  m o i s t  a n d  

s h a de d  u n t i l  e v i d e n ce  o f  n ew  g r o wt h  a p p e a r s .  

 

C h a ng i ng  l ea f  co lo r s  -  C a us e  a n d  a f f ec t .   

 

A s  f a l l  a p p r o a c h es ,  d e c i d uo u s  t r ee s ,  i n  na t u r e  a n d  i n  b o n s a i ,  t u r n  g o l d ,  o r a ng e  a n d  

c r i m s o n .  W e  m a r v e l  a t  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t he s e  c h a ng es  a n d  a cc ep t  t h i s  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  a s  a  

f a c t  o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a s s u m ed  t ha t  t h es e  c ha ng es  a r e  j us t  a  b yp r o du c t  o f  d y i ng  l e a v es  

d u e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  w ea t h e r  a n d  l i g h t .   

 

L ea v es  g e t  t h e i r  g r e en  c o lo r  d u r i ng  s p r i ng  a n d  s um m er  f r o m  ch l o r o p h y l l ,  t h e  p i g m e n t  t h a t  

c a p t u r es  s u n l i g h t .  B u t  l ea v es  a l s o  c o n t a i n  o t h e r  p i g m e n t s  w ho s e  co lo r s  a r e  m a s k e d  du r i ng  

t h e  g r o w i ng  s e a s o n .  I n  f a l l ,  t h e  a b s e n ce  o f  ch l o r o p h y l l  a l l o ws  t h es e  c o lo r  p i g m e n t s  t o  

b r ea k  o u t ,  d r a w  i n t o  t he  l e a f  t i s s ue s  a n d  b eg i n  t o  s ho w.  

 

T h e  c h em i c a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  l ea f  i s  v e r y  a c t i ve .  A s  c h lo r o p h y l l  p r e v i o us l y  us e d  p r i m a r i l y  

f o r  p h o t o s yn t h es i s  f a d es ,  n u t r i e n t s  l i k e  n i t r o g e n  a n d  p ho s p ho r us  a r e  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  

t i s s u e  o f  t h e  t r e e ,  s t o r e d  a n d  us e d  i n  s p r i ng  fo r  g r o wt h  a n d  r ep r o d u c t i o n .  A n t ho c ya n i n ’ s ,  

t h e  p i g m e n t  t ha t  c r ea t e s  t h e  r e d  a n d  o r a ng e  co lo r s ,  b e co m e m o r e  do m i na n t  a n d  a p p e a r  t o  

p r o t e c t  l ea v es  b y  b lo ck i ng  s o m e o f  t h e  s u n l i g h t .   

 

A s  l e a v es  b e co m e  m o r e  co lo r f u l ,  a n  i n t e r es t i ng  p h e no m e no n  o cc ur s .  A p h i ds  a n d  o t he r  

i n s e c t s  a v o i d  t r ee s  w i t h  b r i g h t  f a l l  co l o r  a n d  t e n d  t o  l a y  t h e i r  eg g s  i n  l es s  co l o r f u l  t r ee s .  

W h e n  t he  e g g s  ha t c h  ne x t  s p r i ng ,  t h e  l a r v a e  f e e d  o n  t h e  t r ee  a n d  a r e  ve r y  d es t r u c t i v e .  

S o m e s t u d i es  s ug g es t  t ha t  t r e es  w i t h  s t r o ng  f a l l  c o l o r  t e n d  t o  s u f f e r  l e s s  d a m a g e  f r o m  

i n s e c t s  i n  s p r i ng .  T h i s  i s  a n  i n t e r es t i ng  o b s e r va t i o n ?  

 

 

 

 

H a i k u  Po em :  

 

Q ua k i ng  l ea v es  s t i r  i n  t h e  b r e ez e  

T o  t e l l  o f  s o f t  w i n ds  

T h e  da y  p a s s es  a n d  n i g h t  f a l l s  

 

B y  M ar ty  M an n  

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘ B o n s a i  I d e a s ’ .  © B y  

M a r t y  M a n n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t h o u t  p u b l i s h e r  o r  a u t h o r ’ s  p e r m i s s i o n  

S e p t e m b e r  -  2 0 1 2  



 

4 

 

Say hello to them when you see them 
 

 

 
 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 

  

Bowers Museum 
Kofu Bonsai Kai 

Bonsai & Suiseki Show 
 

 

 

September 26 – 30, 10 AM – 4 PM 
BONSAI & VIEWING STONES DISPLAY, WORKSHOPS & LECTURES  
John M. Lee Court and Thompson Foyer 
 

The Bonsai and Viewing Stones Show consists of 28 displays selected from private collections displayed in a 
traditional manner. All trees have been in training and have been taken to a final style over many years. The 
Viewing  Stones, or ‘found art,’ are also from private collections collected from areas in California, various 
parts of the United States and Asia.  
Generously sponsored by Kofu Bonsai Kai, Orange County.  
Free to members and with paid admission; $8 individual ticket. 
  
Wednesday, September 26 and Friday, September 28, 11 AM  - 2 PM 
BONSAI WORKSHOPS 
John M. Lee Court 
Kofu Bonsai Kai expert instructors present a hands-on bonsai workshop with discussion, after care instructions 
and handouts. The material to be styled and potted in a training pot is Prostrata Juniper. Maximum 10 
students to enable close personal attention.  
M $50 /N-M $60 
Advance reservations by September 19. Please contact Manny Martinez, President, Kofu Bonsai Kai, at 
949.770.9633 or at manny22816@aol.com 

  

mailto:manny22816@aol.com
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LECTURES   
Norma Kershaw Auditorium 
Free to members and with paid admission; $8 individual ticket. 
  
Thursday, September 27    10:30 AM – 11:30 AM 
The Art of Bonsai 
Manuel Martinez, President, Kofu Bonsai Kai. 
  
Saturday, September 29   1:30 PM – 2:30 PM 
Saikei: The Miniature Landscape 
Mr. Al Nelson, Bonsai Master, member of Kofu Bonsai Kai, discusses the art of saikei, based on the principles 
of group plantings and rock plantings found in traditional bonsai. Demonstration of saikei included. 

 
  

 

Golden S ta te  Bonsa i  Federat ion Conven t ion  XXXV  “Ca l i - forn ia  Dreaming” a t  

the Doub let ree Hote l ,  2011  Wes t  Po in t  Way .  Oc tober  24,  25 ,  26,  27  and 28,  

2012 ,  Sacramento,  Ca l i forn ia .  Add it iona l  in format ion  for thcoming.  

 
 

 
Bonsai Tools and Supplies: 

 

If you need any tools or supplies from Everett Bassin, contact him at 714-827-0661 or 714-392-5149 
or email him at bonsaitools@mindspring.com.  He will bring them to the meetings.  He will not be 
bringing his entire inventory to the meetings. 
 
 

               
 
 

 
 
 

Kofu Bonsai Kai is looking for someone who is interested in maintaining 
and updating our website.  Anyone who is interested, please contact 
Manual Martinez at 949-770-9633 or email manny22816@aol.com.  

 
 

mailto:bonsaitools@mindspring.com
mailto:manny22816@aol.com


 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 

 

  

 

                              

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
Beginners, looking to get started!  

Looking to improve your bonsai 

artistry and technique!  

Preparing your trees for exhibition! 

Wondering how to get started in 

Bonsai and have questions? Have a 

tree that is “difficult” to style and 

you may not know what to do. 

Questions on preparing your tree or 

displaying it at the Annual Show? 

No matter what your objectives 

are, you can bring your trees to 

work on at the pre-meeting 

workshop were experts like Al 

Nelson, Paul Vasina and Harley 

Newman can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 
          

Special Thank You 

 
 
   

 
July Refreshments: 
 
   Tish Miya 
   Harry Hirao 
   Tom Colton 
   Dorothy Cleaveland 
    
    
    
    
 
     
    

 
    
 
    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  

  

  


