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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  APRIL 19, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
Manuel Martinez  

Executive Board  
 
Officers 
 
 
Founding President: 
Harry Hirao             714-847-1832 

President 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

Vice President 
open 
Recording Secretary 
open 

Treasurer: 

An D. Truong    714-932-1244 

Past President 
Manuel Martinez 
Board of Directors 
Larry Ragle   949-497-5626 

 
 

 
 

Committees 
 
Auction 
Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 
         Danesi 

Meeting Refreshments 
Helen Ho    714-828-9852            

Membership 
An D. Truong           714-932-1244 

Newsletter Editor 

Manuel Martinez    949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Ryan Cali    949-735-3463 

Program 
Ron Reekers            714-585-6770 

Publicity 
Open             
Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 
Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel                  714-524-0275 

    Balendonk 

Website 
 Bob Warner 

 
    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

 

 

 

April Demonstrator 
Ted Matson 

 
 

Ted Matson is a Demonstrator who you do not want to miss. Ted is 

in demand all over the country for his vast knowledge and expertise 

in all things Bonsai.  He has been involved in Bonsai since the late 

70’s and over the years has studied under and with Ben Suzuki, Shig 

and Roy Nagatoshi, Melba Tucker, Warren Hill and John Naka.  He 

has seen the growth and expansion of Bonsai in Southern California 

first hand, and though this experience is eager to share the  

techniques which are important to developing trees here in 

SoCal.  This is truly an opportunity to increase your skills by 

learning from another Master in the art of Bonsai.  Ted will show 

techniques specific to developing good Shohin material (trees under 

20cm), as well as general information regarding Bonsai 

development.  Please join us in welcoming Ted to Kofu Kai. 

Further information on Ted can be found at 

http://www.tedmatson.info/ 

Ron Reekers 

 

http://www.tedmatson.info/
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March Meeting            

 
 
The March demonstration was very informative to many of the Kofu Kai 
members regarding the technique of transplanting.  Robert Pressler brought two 
trees to transplant, a procumbens and a California juniper.  Robert explained that 
trees need to be transplanted in order to promote root growth, thereby 
developing greater tree health.  A tree generally needs to be transplanted if when 
watering you see poor drainage and/or a lack of vigor is noticed in the foliage 
growth.  This can be due to a number of reasons, but removing old soil and 
trimming un-necessary roots can help mitigate these problems.  The process 
Robert uses is to first determine the pot the tree is going in, (do not remove the 
tree yet, thereby exposing the roots), then find and prep your pot; pot select and 
prep is first.  In preparing the pot, place screens over the drainage holes and 
route tie-down wires for the tree.  Details of this process can be found in 
Robert’s blog at: http://bonsaibpsbonsaiblog-bonsai.blogspot.com/ .  The final 
stage to readying the pot is to cover the base with bonsai soil.  Prior to removing 
the tree study it for its best front and angle that it will be placed in the pot.  The 
tree is then removed from the old container and old soil is removed using a chop 

http://bonsaibpsbonsaiblog-bonsai.blogspot.com/
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stick. At this time one can trim down unnecessary roots.  Place the tree in the 
pot in the position you have already chosen and secured it to the pot.  As an 
example of the results of securing a tree well, Robert’s nursery Kimura Bonsai 
Nursery (http://www.kimurabonsainursery.com/) is in Northridge and during the 
earthquake many trees fell from their stand.  He found that the trees secured to 
the pot stay relatively intact and much more extensive damaged happened to the 
ones not secured to the pot.  In any case, once secured, soil is applied and by 
using a chopstick one can locate the voids which are in filled with soil using 
your index finger.  He suggested leaving a lip below the edge of the pot to limit 
run-off when watering.  The final task is to add finely chopped sphagnum moss 
to the surface which keeps the surface moist and limits soil erosion when 
watering.  Aftercare for Robert is fairly simple, keep the tree out of the wind, 
make sure it is in a place where it isn’t moved around and just keep an eye on it. 
The trees Robert transplanted were beautiful in their new pots and the 
procumbens was raffled off.  Congratulations to Louie Palacpac as the winner of 
this excellent and generous donation. 
A special Kofu Kai thank you goes out to Robert Pressler, another impressive 
demonstration and learning experience for all our members. 
 
Ron Reekers 

Robert Pressler - Louie Palacpac 

 

http://www.kimurabonsainursery.com/
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K O F U BO N S AI  K AI  -  O D D S &  E NDS  
 

B Y M ART Y M AN N  
 

AP R I L ,  2 0 1 4  
 

A d v i sa b l e  t o  r e mo v e  t h e  o l d  f o l i a ge  o f  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  i f  yo u  h a ve  n o t  d o n e  s o .  W h i l e  
r e p o t t i n g  i t  i s  b e s t  t o  r e mo ve  t h e  h e a v i e r  o l d  r o o t s ,  t o  e n co u r a g e  n e w g r o w t h .  Do  so  w i t h  
s o me  l i mi t a t i o n - - t o  mu c h  r e mo v a l  w i l l  s h o c k  t h e  t r e e .   
 
R o o t  d i v i s i o n s  f o r m wh e n e v e r  a  r o o t  cu t  t a ke s  p l a ce .  T h e se  d i v i s i o n s  p r o v i d e  f o r  b e t t e r  
n u t r i e n t  a b s o r p t i o n .  B r a n ch  t r i mmi n g  a l l o ws  n e w  b r a n ch  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  d e s i r e d  b r a n ch  
t w i g g yn e ss .  W h i l e  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s ,  s u ch  a s  J a p a n e se  M a p l e ,  Tr i d e n t  M a p l e ,  G i n g ko  a n d  
L i q u i d  A mb e r,  c a n  n o w  b e  t r i mme d ,  i t ' s  b e s t  t o  wa i t  a  f e w  we e k s  u n t i l  t h e  n e w  g r o w t h  h a s  
ma t u r e d .   
 
C u t  t h e  n e w  c a n d l e s  t h a t  ma y  h a ve  f o r me d  o n  o l d e r  J a p a n e s e  B l a c k  P i n e s .  Do  t h i s  l a t e  
A p r i l  o r  e a r l y  i n  M a y.  W a i t  a n o t h e r  mo n t h  b e f o r e  yo u  wo r k  o n  y o u n g e r  t r e e s .  By  wa i t i n g ,  
s h o r t e r  a n d  s t r o n g e r  n e e d l e  g r o w t h  w i l l  a p p e a r  a s  t h e  ca n d l e s  o p e n .  Ne w  ca n d l e s  g e n e r a l l y  
f o r m t w i ce  a  y e a r,  i n  Ap r i l  a n d  Se p t e mb e r.  T h e y  f o r m c l u s t e r s  o f  f r o m 2  t o  5  c a n d l e s .  
U su a l l y  o n e  o r  t wo  wi l l  d o mi n a t e .  R e t a i n  o n l y  t wo  c a n d l e s - - o n e  a s  a  l e a d e r  a n d  a n o t h e r  t o  
f o r m t h e  s i d e  b r a n c h .   
 
A l wa ys  r e mo ve  t h e  l a r g e s t  ca n d l e s  f i r s t  b u t  d o  n o t  cu t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  ca n d l e s  u n t i l  n e e d l e s  
j u s t  b e g i n  t o  o p e n  a n d  e xp a n d .  T h i s  t i m i n g  p r e ve n t s  e xce ss i ve l y  l o n g  i n t e r n o d e s  b e t we e n  
l a s t  ye a r ' s  b r a n ch  t i p  a n d  t h e  n e w  n e e d l e  g r o w t h .  Re d u c e  wa t e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  s o me wh a t  t o  
s l o w  d o wn  t h e  n e w  g r o w t h  b u t  d o n ’ t  a l l o w t h e  f i n e  r o o t a g e  t o  b e c o me  d r y.   
 
Tr i m f l o we r i n g  a n d  f r u i t i n g  t r e e s  su ch  a s  Po me g r a n a t e s ,  U me ,  P l u m,  A p p l e ,  Q u i n ce  a n d  
B o u g a i n v i l l e a  l a t e  i n  Ap r i l  o r  e a r l y  i n  Ma y.  I f  p r u n i n g  i s  d o n e  t o  e a r l y,  t h e  n e wl y  f o r me d  
f l o we r / f r u i t   b u d s  wi l l  b e  d e s t r o ye d .  I t ' s  p r u d e n t  t o  h o l d  o f f  u n t i l  t h e  n e w  sp r i n g  g r o w t h  h a s  
h a r d e n e d  a n d  t h e  b r a n ch e s  h a ve  l i g n i f i e d .  I f  y o u  ch o o s e  t o  wa i t  u n t i l  M a y  t o  d o  a n y  se r i o u s  
p r u n i n g ,  t h e n  c o n t r o l  r a mp a n t  g r o w t h  b y  p i n ch i n g  a n d  n i p p i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a l  b u d s  o n  e a c h  
b r a n ch .  T h i s  r e s t r a i n t  w i l l  e n co u r a g e  t h e  f o r ma t i o n  o f  s i d e  b r a n c h e s  a n d  c r e a t e  a  d e n se r  
f o l i a g e  ma s s .   
 
T h i s  i s  t h e  t i me  t o  b e g i n  t h e  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m o n  e s t a b l i sh e d  t r e e s .  U se  a  s l o w  r e l e a se  
f e r t i l i z e r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s i g n s  o f  n e w  g r o w t h .  O r g a n i c  f e r t i l i z e r s  su c h  a s  Co t t o n s e e d  Me a l  
( 7 5 %) ,  w i t h  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  Bo n e  M e a l ( 2 5 %) ,  g i v e  t h e  t r e e s  t h e  d e s i r e d  b o o s t  d u r i n g  t h i s  
g r o wi n g  s e a so n .  Bo n e  M e a l  i s  ve r y  s l o w  a c t i n g  b u t  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .   
 
To  i n su r e  t h e  ma x i mu m b l o o mi n g  p o t e n t i a l ,  n e w  g r o w t h  o n  f l o we r i n g  t r e e s  a n d  a za l e a s  
s h o u l d  b e  wa t ch e d .  Ke e p  t h e  n i t r o g e n  co n t e n t  o f  f e r t i l i z e r s  a t  a  m i n i mu m i n  t h e se  e a r l y  
f e e d i n g s  s i n c e  e xc e s s i ve  g r e e n  f o l i a g e  a n d  l e a f  g r o w t h  w i l l  we a k e n  t h e  f l o we r i n g  e f f o r t .  
U se  a  we a k  a p p l i ca t i o n  ju s t  a s  t h e  f l o we r  b u d s  b e g i n  t o  s we l l  a n d  a g a i n  a s  t h e y  o p e n  a n d  
d e ve l o p .  Do  n o t  f e e d  a f t e r  t h e  f l owe r s  a r e  f u l l y  o p e n .  M i r a c l e - G r o w® ,  a p p l i e d  o n  a  b i -
we e k l y  b a s i s ,  i s  a n  e xce l l e n t  a l l  p u r p o se  f e r t i l i z e r.   
 
P l a n t s  a r e  n o w  g r o wi n g  v i g o r o u s l y.  I t ' s  b e t t e r  t o  f e e d  mo r e  o f t e n  w i t h  l i g h t  a p p l i ca t i o n s  
t h e n  l e s s  o f t e n  w i t h  a  h e a vy  h a n d .  K e e p  f e r t i l i z e r s  a wa y  f r o m t h e  t r u n k  o f  t h e  t r e e .  
B r o a d c a s t  g r a n u l a r  f o o d  l i g h t l y  o ve r  t h e  p o t  su r f a ce  a n d  c l o se  t o  t h e  p o t  e d g e s .  Do  n o t  
f e e d  n e w l y  t r a n sp l a n t e d  o r  r e p o t t e d  t r e e s  f o r  a  mo n t h  o r  t wo  t o  l e t  t h e m b e co me  
e s t a b l i sh e d .  A l o w  n i t r o g e n  f e r t i l i z e r  s u ch  a s  Su p e r  P h o s p h a t e  ke e p s  f r u i t  a n d  b e r r i e s  f r o m 
f a l l i n g  o f f  p r e ma t u r e l y.   
 
H AI K U  PO E M :  
 
A s  b i r d s  f l y  t h i s  d a y  
W e  a r e  a wa r e  o f  f l u r r y  
T h r o u g h  o u r  t r e e s ,  w i t h  so n g s  
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T H I S  ART I CL E H AS B E E N  EXT R ACT ED  F R O M R EC E NT LY P U BL I SHE D  B O O K  C AL L E D ‘  
B O NS AI  I D E AS © ’ .  M AT E R I AL  I S  NO T  T O  B E  C O P I E D  W IT H O UT  PU BL I S H ER  O R 
AUT HO R’ S  P E R M I S S I O N .   
 
Ap r i l ,  2 0  

 

 

New Member 

Fred Miyahara 
 

 

 

 

 
                                          

UP COMING EVENTS 
 

April 24 – 27 2014, Costa Mesa, California Orange County Bonsai Society: 25th Annual Spring Garden 

Show, South Coast Plaza, 3333 Bear St. Display of trees in the traditional Japanese style. Bonsai and accent plant 

demonstration by in house Masters. The Spring Garden Show is a diverse and outstanding selection of unusual and exotic 

plants, garden tools, garden ornaments and art, competition gardens and children’s programs. Free admission and parking! 

For more information, visit www.springgardenshow.com or contact David Nadzam at (714) 345-6966 or 

dnadzam@socal.rr.com. 

 

April 26 – 27, San Diego Bonsai Club, Balboa Park, Casa Del Prado #101, 10am to 5pm. Bonsai Show and 

sale. Demonstrations daily 11am to 1pm. For additional information visit www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com 

 
 

The Fresno Bonsai Society is Conducting an Estate Sale 
 To Disperse the Beautiful Collection of Robert Iseman 

 Saturday April 26th, 2014 
 Examination of Sale Items from 10AM till Noon 

 Live Auction Will Begin Promptly at Noon 
 Auction will be at 736 West Browning Avenue 

Fresno, California 93704 
 More than 60 Bonsai Including Many Show Quality Trees 

 More than 100 Pots of Various Sizes and High Quality 
Numerous Bonsai Tools 

Copper and Aluminum Wire and Supplies 
 All Sales are Cash and Carry 

Participants Should Arrive Early Enough to Register Before Noon 
Contact Ray Thieme at 559 352-8069 for Information 

 

 
 

mailto:dnadzam@socal.rr.com
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Dai Ichi Kai – May 3-4, 10am to 4pm daily, Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 

1670 W. 162 St, Gardena, Show, Demonstrations and vendor area. 

 

Descanso Bonsai Society 45th Annual Bonsai Show. June 14-15,2014. 

9:00 a.m.-5:00p.m. last admission is 4:30 p.m. 

1418 Descanso Dr. La Canada Flintridge, CA. 91011. (818) 949-4200 

 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
Beginners, Wondering how to get 

started in Bonsai and have 

questions? 

Looking to improve your bonsai 

artistry and technique!  

Have a tree that is “difficult” to 

style and you may not know what to 

do. Questions on preparing your 

tree or displaying it at the Annual 

Show? No matter what your 

objectives are, you can bring your 

trees to work on at the pre-

meeting workshop were Club 

members can assist. Meet from 

4:00pm –6:00pm prior to the 

monthly meeting. 
 

Special Thank You 

April Refreshments: 
   Bob and Kim Warner 

   Tish Miya 
   Wendy Tsai 
   Harry Hirao 
   Helen Ho 
   David & June Nguy 
   Manuel Martinez 
    
 

April Donations:  
   Dave Miles 
   Rishi Bissoon 
   Imee Palacpac 
   Harry Hirao 
   Bill & Lois Hutchinson 
   David & June Nguy 
   Takuo Nakamura 
   Jae Kwon 
    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  

  


