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The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Bonsai Kai Club              

 Meeting Time and Place  
  July 19, 2014 at 7:00 pm  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
 
                      
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Board  
 
Officers 
 
 
Founding President: 
Harry Hirao              714-847-1832 

President 
Carol Upston           310-346-4203 

jackdaw@earthlink.net 
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   Open 
Recording Secretary 
    Open 

Treasurer:   

An Truong                714-932-1244 
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Manuel Martinez      949-770-9633 
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Committees 
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Bill Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Badges 
Lois Hutchinson    714-964-6973 

Benefit Drawing 
Dan & Wanda         714-826-5024 

         Danesi 

Meeting Refreshments 
 Kimberly Warner       

Membership 
An Truong                714-932-1244 

Newsletter Editor 

Manual Martinez     949-770-9633 

Pre-Meeting Workshop 
Ryan Cali                949-735-3463 

Program 
Ron Reekers           714-585-6770 

Publicity 
Open             
Show Co-Chairs 
Anthony Chiusolo    714-998-3420 

Mike Viljak    949-642-3577 

Sunshine 
Marybel                  714-524-0275 
    Balendonk 

Website 
Bob warner 
 

    

WWW.KOFUKAI.ORG 
 

 

 

 

 

                            
We are very happy to announce that Fred Miyahara will be our demonstrator at the 

July meeting.  Fred started in Bonsai when a friend gave him a tree (sound’s familiar) 

back in 1988.  His Uncle, who was a member of the Los Angeles Bonsai club, 

instructed him on how to keep the tree alive.  In 1989 Fred joined the San Diego 

Bonsai Club and trained under Stan Childs.  From 1991 to 1997 he studied under Mas 

Ishii of Chikugo-en nursery.  He has studied with Ernie Kuo, Dennis Makishima, Bill 

Castellon, Boon Manakitivipart and currently studies with Kenji Miyata.  In 1997 he 

retired from his principle job in Graphic Design and began demonstrating around the 

US.  He will bring this wealth of knowledge to his demonstration for us primarily 

talking about the results of grafting aftercare.  He will donate to the auction material 

that has been grafted; good luck.  Please come and welcome Fred to  Kofu Kai. 

 

Ron Reekers 
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It’s that time, the Kofu Bonsai Kai Annual Auction!  

                      AUGUST MEETING  
A great opportunity to make room in your yard, donate that item and 

support Kofu Kai 
We all have plants sitting around our yards being watered and cared for that we 
just aren't using to their full bonsai potential. Maybe your taste has changed, or 
you want to downsize your collection or you've had your fun with a particular tree 
and are over it. Why not pass that plant along to someone who will develop it and 
in the process support your club the programs and activities that you enjoy! And 
don't limit yourself to plants; think about pots, books, tools, whatever it is we'll 
auction it for the benefit of your club. Go on, get out there and rummage around! 

 
May Demonstration 

Marcus Juniel 

 
Last month’s demo by Marcus Juniel was very interesting in both presentation and in discussions.  Marcus in 
an effort to optimize his time by minimize his work on extraneous material has just gone through an 
inventory of all his trees and began 'getting rid of' trees that have either little interest to him or would be 
best given as starter material to someone else, and in turn focusing on material that he has a special 
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interest in.  I found this to be an ongoing debate upon Bonsai enthusiast, which is between having a lot of 
material to learn on (and not worry about killing), versus having high quality material to focus ones time 
on.  This brings up a way od approaching Bonsai which each individual needs to process on their own.  The 
material that Marcus demonstrated on was an example of quality raw material that can be developed into 
a good Bonsai within a short period of time by optimizing time spent on it. 
The first step was to ‘clean’ the material well.  The procedure requires one to thin out unwanted branches 
growing under the primary branches and removing foliage in crouches of branches.  By doing this first it 
allows the Bonsai Artist to see more clearly the full branch structure of the tree and to come up with a 
plan.  A front can be easily established since the trunk line is now visible from the cleaning.  Once a front is 
established, then there is the removal of unwanted primary branches, particularly at the bottom; this will in 
turn make room for upper branches to be wired down in place of the branches removed.  Marcus made the 
statement at this point that, ‘it doesn’t matter where the branch is coming from, and it matters where it is 
going’.  Branch placement is done by wiring; Marcus will tend to use thicker wire first, then move to thinner 
wire throughout the tree.  As a final note about branch placement and wiring, Marcus wants it to be clear 
that a younger looking tree is fuller so less secondary and tertiary branches are removed, but for an older 
looking tree one needs to be more selective and remove branches to create space within and throughout the 
tree.  In the end, the finished tree was transformed from stock material to a Bonsai with a potential future 
based on these principles. 
In addition, the follow-up discussions on styles, past and present, and what makes Bonsai “Art” brought up 
a good amount of discussion.  new ideas about the art help strengthen old and new enthusiast by creating 
dialog and invention, while at the same time staying within the frame of the tradition of Bonsai ‘tree in 
dish’.   
I want to thank Marcus on behalf of Kofu Kai for a very informative and entertaining evening. 
 
Ron Reekers 

 

 
 

July 
K O F U BO N S AI  K AI  -  BO N S AI  I D EAS  

 
B Y M ART Y M AN N  

 

S u mme r t i me  r e d u c e s  t h e  n e e d  t o  d o  a n y  s e r i o u s  ' t r a i n i n g '  o f  b o n sa i .  I t ’ s  a  p e r i o d  o f  
wa t ch f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r e su l t s  o f  e a r l i e r  ca r e .  J u l y  i s  t h e  mo n t h  t o  p l a n  f o r  t h e  su mme r  
s e a so n  c h a n g e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  ca r e  a n d  f e e d i n g  o f  b o n sa i .  S t a r t  a  p r o g r a m t h a t  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  f a l l  co l o r s  b y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  n i t r o g e n  co n t e n t  o f  y o u r  f e r t i l i z e r  m i x .  Co n t i n u e d  
u se  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  co t t o n se e d / b o n e  me a l  ( 7 0 / 3 0 % p r o v i d e S  mo s t  o f  t h e  n u t r i e n t s  r e q u i r e d  
f o r  su m me r  g r o w t h  a n d  g o o d  h e a l t h .  I n t r o d u ce  a  c h a n g e  i n  f o o d  b y  u s i n g  h a l f  s t r e n g t h  
l i q u i d  H i - B l o o m ( 2 - 2 - 1 0 )  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a n  e xc e l l e n t  so u r ce  o f  p h o sp h o r u s .  Co n t i n u e  t o  f e e d  
a l l  co n i f e r s  a n d  o t h e r  e ve r g r e e n  ma t e r i a l  t o  p r o mo t e  g o o d  su mme r  h e a l t h .  Mo r e  f r e q u e n t  
f e e d i n g s  o f  mi l d e r  so l u t i o n s  a r e  i n  o r d e r.   
 
R e g u l a r  f e e d i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  h o t  su m me r  mo n t h s  c a n  a l so  b e  su p p l e me n t e d  b y  e a r l y  mo r n i n g  
r e f r e sh i n g  f o l i a r  f e e d i n g  o f  M i r a c l e - G r o  o r  a  d i l u t e d  s o l u t i o n  o f  f i s h  e mu l s i o n .  Avo i d  
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d a y t i me  h e a t .  A l l o w we t  f o l i a g e  t o  d r y  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  t o  p r e v e n t  n i g h t  f o r m i n g  f u n g u s  
i n f e c t i o n .  A b r i s k  sp r a y i n g  o f  y o u r  t r e e s  b e f o r e  f e e d i n g  r e mo ve s  d u s t  l a ye r s  a n d  
d i s co u r a g e s  r e d  s p i d e r ,  m i t e s ,  a n t s  a n d  o t h e r  i n se c t s .  B e  su r e  t o  s p r a y  b o t h  t h e  t o p  a n d  
t h e  b o t t o m o f  t h e  f o l i a g e .   
 
Wa t e r i n g  i s  a n  i mp o r t a n t  su m me r  ch o r e .  W a r m s u mme r  b r e e z e s  e n co u r a g e  h i g h  l e ve l s  o f  
mo i s t u r e  e xp i r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  h e a l t h y  l e a f  s u r f a ce s .  F o r  b a l a n ce d  p l a n t  h e a l t h  a  ch a n g e  i n  
wa t e r i n g  sc h e d u l e s  co n s i s t e n t l y  r e n e ws  t h i s  mo i s t u r e .  Avo i d  we t t i n g  t h e  l e a ve s  d u r i n g  t h e  
wa r m d a ys -  f o r  t wo  g o o d  r e a so n s :  
  
 •  Da y t i me  wa t e r  t h a t  a d h e r e s  t o  l e a ve s  ca n  l i t e r a l l y  c o o k  t h e m a n d  ca u se  s e ve r e  l e a f  

b u r n .  I f  o ve r h e a d  wa t e r i n g  i s  u n a vo i d a b l e ,  d o  so  e a r l y  i n  t h e  mo r n i n g  t o  g i v e  t i me  f o r  
s u r f a ce  e va p o r a t i o n .  

  
 •  E xc e s s i ve  mo i s t u r e  i n  t h e  c r o t ch  o f  l e a f  c l u s t e r s  o r  o n  t h e i r  u n d e r s i d e s  c r e a t e s  

e n v i r o n me n t s  t h a t  a r e  i d e a l  f o r  t h e  f o r ma t i o n  o f  f u n g u s  a n d  t h e  r e l a t e d  h e a l t h  
t h r e a t e n i n g  d a ma g e s .   

 
B e  r e mi n d e d  t h a t  su mme r  va c a t i o n i n g  p u t s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  b u r d e n  o n  yo u r  ' b o n sa i  s i t t e r s ' .  A 
s u g g e s t i o n  wo u l d  b e  t o  l e t  t h e m wa t e r  yo u r  t r e e s  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  y o u  l e a ve  t o  b e  
s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f o l l o wi n g  y o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Tr e e s  r e q u i r i n g  sp e c i a l  ca r e  s h o u l d  b e  
g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  s i mp l i f y  a t t e n t i o n .  Do n ' t  t r u s t  yo u r  a u t o ma t i c  wa t e r i n g  sy s t e m w i t h o u t  
t h e  b a ck  u p  o f  so me o n e  wh o  c a n  ch e c k  f r o m t i me  t o  t i me  t o  se e  i f  a l  i s  we l l .  
Tr y  f o r m i n g  a  mu t u a l  wa t e r i n g  p a c t  w i t h  f e l l o w  b o n s a i i s t s .  Yo u  d o  f o r  t h e m wh e n  yo u  c a n  
a n d  t h e y  w i l l  d o  f o r  yo u .  I t ' s  a  g r e a t  wo r k i n g  a r r a n g e me n t  a n d  c o n s id e r a b l y  s a f e r  t h a n  
t r u s t i n g  yo u r  ' b a b i e s '  t o  s t r a n g e r s .  
 
R e p o t t i n g  f i c u s ,  p o me g r a n a t e s  o r  o t h e r  wa r m we a t h e r  t r o p i ca l s  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  a t  t h i s  t i me .  
Av o i d  mo s t  o t h e r  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  wa r m we a t h e r.  W a t c h  f o r  w i r e  c u t t i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s .  A s  b o n s a i  ma t u r e s  i n  t h e  su mme r  g r o wi n g  p e r i o d  i t  d o e s  s o  p r i ma r i l y  o n  i t s  
wo o d y  su r f a ce s .   
 
C h e wi n g  i n se c t s  a r e  h a r d  a t  wo r k  e a t i n g  t h e i r  wa y  t h r u  l e a ve s  a n d  s t e ms .  Sp r a y  w i t h  S e v i n .  
M i t e s  a r e  a l so  a c t i ve  d u r i n g  wa r m we a t h e r  mo n t h s .  D i s co u r a g e  t h e m w i t h  a  g o o d  mi t i c i d e s  
o r  o n e  o f  t h e  n e w  co mb i n a t i o n  f u n g i c i d e s / i n se c t i c i d e  p r o d u c t s  n o w  o n  t h e  m a r k e t .  A s ma l l  
a mo u n t  o f  Vo l ck  O i l  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  c r e a t e s  b e t t e r  a d h e s i o n .   
 
A p p r o a ch  yo u r  su mme r  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  a n  e ye  t o  e n jo y me n t  o f  t h e  f o r m a n d  co l o r  o f  t h e  t r e e s .  
F a l l  w i l l  c o me  so o n  e n o u g h  i f  y o u  k e e p  u p  wi t h  su mme r t i me  ca r e .   
 
H AI K U  PO E M :  
B y  M a r t y  Ma n n  

 
Wa r mt h  a n d  b e a u t y  p l e a s e s  u s  
G r e e n  a n d  co l o r s  g l o w  
L i f e  w i t h  p l e a s i n g  s t y l e   
 

T hi s  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m t he  r e c e nt l y  p u b l i s he d  b o o k  c a l l e d  ‘  Bo ns a i  
I d e a s ’ . ©  B y  M a r t y  M a n n.   M a t e r i a l  i s  no t  t o  b e  c o p i e d  w i t ho u t  p ub l i s he r  o r  a u t ho r ’s  
p e r m i s s i o n  
J u l y  - 2 0 11  
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UP COMING EVENTS 
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Nanpu Kai Annual Bonsai Exhibition  
August 16th and 17th as part of Nisei 
Week at the Japanese American Cultural 

Center, 244 S. San Pedro Street, Los 
Angeles Hours are 10:00am to 5:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class begins JULY 20th at  

David and June Nguy’s  Bonsai Nursery  

4207 Walnut Avenue, Chino, Ca 91710 

Student supplies are provided 

$70 for 5 classes (3rd Sunday of every month) 

If interested contact at: 

 info@reekersart.com or call 714/585-6770 

(Limited to 10 students, so please sign-up now) 
 
 

NO PRE-MEETING 
WORKSHOP 
 
The pre meeting 
workshop is 
cancelled due to the 
Matt Reel workshop 
which is for those who 
paid, only. 
          

Special Thank You 

December Refreshments: 
Bob & Kim Warner, Justine  Keller 
Manuel Martinez, Tish Miya 
Dan & Wanda Danesi, Harry Hirao  
David & June Nguy 
Raffle Donations: 
Justine Keller, Harry Hirao 
Bill & Lois Hutchinson, Manuel  Martinez 
Larry Ragle, David & June Nguy 
Dick Anderson, Carol Upston, An Truong 
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