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The Kofu Kai Review 

The Monthly Newsletter of the Kofu Kai Bonsai Club 

 Meeting Time and Place  
  August 18, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

Anaheim Methodist Church, 1000 South State College Blvd, Anaheim 
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AUGUST MEETING 

 
 
 
 
 

It’s Auction Time!!! 
 
 
 

This is our chance to not only support our club but to clear out 
material and trees that we're done with, tired of or just don't 
want to take care of anymore.  The auction is a great 
opportunity for both newer bonsai enthusiasts and the more 
experienced to acquire good material at a reasonable price and 
is also an opportunity for all of us to support our club.  The 
money we raise at the auction goes to pay for the things we 
enjoy all year long at our meetings, the cost of demonstrators 
and material as well as the general costs to put on exhibits and 
events. 
Even if you can't attend the auction in person, please consider 
donating something to the sale, just contact one of the officers 
listed on the website and we will arrange to get your donation to 
the auction.  Thank you very much for your support. 

 

Carol Upston   
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July Meeting 
 

                              

                
 
 
 

Roy Nagatoshi Explains Shimpaku 
 

At our July meeting Roy Nagatoshi gathered us all around him so that everyone could see exactly how to properly trim 
Shimpaku junipers.  The crowd was fascinated and asked many questions as Roy not only taught this technique in great 
detail but also deftly styled a lovely Shimpaku in the bunjin or literati style.  Even though the meeting went on a little later 
than usual, no one left, we were all so intent on hearing everything Roy had to say.  We thank him very much for an 
entertaining and informative meeting.  He has promised to come back next summer and do a hands-on workshop with our 
own trees, so start thinking about what you might like to do. 

 

Carol Upston 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Annual Auction Rules 
 

 

There will be no pre meeting workshop or raffle at this meeting.  

 

Our annual auction is one of Kofu Kai’s most important fundraisers. This event helps Kofu bring you the 

excellent speakers and demonstrators that we have throughout the year. It also allows us to purchase the pots 

and other raffle prizes that you look forward to winning at the meetings. 
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All the items for the auction are donated, so please go through your bonsai or bonsai related items to make a 

donation to the raffle. Whether used or not makes no difference. It is through the generosity of our members 

that all of us continue to learn more about the art of Bonsai. 

 

 

 

Here are some of the auction rules: 

 

1. If you are donating items please arrive between 6:00pm and 6:30pm. To place them in the auction. 

2. Fill out a tag with your name on it and attach it to the item you’re donating. This is necessary in order to 

give you credit for the donation. 

3. If you want to buy, you need to get a bid card from the auction clerks. 

4. During the auction if you wish to make a bid on an item raise you bid card so the auctioneer can see it.  

5. After the last item is auctioned off the clerks will total the sales for each person bidding. Payments for 

items will be accepted after the auction is completed and made with cash or check only. 

6. After you have paid for you items you will take your receipt to the holding area and present it to the 

person in charge and obtain you items. 

 

Those that made donations will receive a tax slip indicating what the items sold for at a later time. 

 
 

 

 

 

                    
 

K O F U  B ON S AI  K A I  -  B ON SA I  ID EA S  

 

B Y  MAR T Y  M AN N  

 

A U G U ST ,  2 01 2  (# 8 4 )  

 

S u m m er t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  l i v i ng  i s  e a s y  -  s o  g o es  t h e  s o ng .  A ug us t  b r i ng s  s o m e r es p i t e  f r o m  

t h e  b u s y  s p r i ng  c h o r e s .  I t  i s  s t i l l  a  p e r i o d  o f  v i g o r o us  g r o w t h  a n d  g r e a t e r  r es p o n s i b i l i t y .  

A ug us t  b r i ng s  h i g h e r  t em p er a t u r es  t ha t  s lo ws  d o wn  ne w g r o wt h  a n d  r e d u c es  p r u n i ng  

r eq u i r e m e n t s .   T r i m m i ng ,  r ep o t t i ng  a n d  s t y l i n g  i s  s t i l l  i n  o r d e r .  Co n t i n u e  t o  p i n ch  t h e  t r e es  

t h a t  r e q u i r e  i t ,  d a i l y .   

 

B e  r em i n d e d  t h a t  s um m er  v a ca t i o n i ng  p u t s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  b u r d e n  o n  yo ur  ' b o ns a i  s i t t e r s ' .  A  

s ug g es t i o n  wo u l d  b e  t o  l e t  t h em  wa t e r  yo u r  t r e es  fo r  yo u  f o r  a  f e w  da ys  b e f o r e  y o u  l e a ve  

t o  b e  s u r e  t ha t  t h e y  a r e  f o l l o w i ng  y o ur  i ns t r u c t i o n s .  T r ee s  r eq u i r i ng  s p e c i a l  c a r e  s h o u l d  b e  

g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  s i m p l i f y  a t t e n t i o n .  D o n ' t  t r us t  yo u r  a u t o m a t i c  wa t e r i ng  s ys t e m  w i t h o u t  

t h e  b a ck - up  o f  s o m eo n e  w ho  c a n  c h e ck  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o  a u d i t  i t s  f u n c t i o ns .   

 

T r y  f o r m i ng  a  m u t ua l  w a t e r i ng  p a c t  w i t h  f e l l o w  b o n s a i i s t s .  Yo u  do  fo r  t he m  wh e n  yo u  c a n  

a n d  t h ey  w i l l  do  fo r  y o u .  I t ' s  a  g r ea t  wo r k i ng  a r r a ng e m e n t  a n d  c o ns i d e r a b l y  s a fe r  t h a n  

t r u s t i ng  yo u r  ' b a b i e s '  t o  s t r a ng e r s .  

 

W i t h  t h e  a r r i va l  o f  s um m er  m o s t  o f  t he  f o r m a l  b o ns a i  s h o ws  ha v e  p a s s e d  a n d  t h e  b o ns a i i s t  

h a s  t h e  p l ea s u r e  o f  d i s p l a y i ng  t h e i r  o wn  t r e es .   T h e  o b j ec t i v e  o f  a  g o o d  h o b b y i s t  i s  p r i d e  

i n  t h e  f i n i s he d  t r e e .  T h i s  i s  a c h i e ve d  b y  m a i n t a i n i ng  g o o d  h ea l t h ,  c o n t i n u i ng  a  s e l ec t i v e  

f e e d i ng  r o u t i n e  a n d  p a y i ng  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w e a t h e r  co n d i t i o ns  t ha t  s e t  t h e  g u i d e l i n es  f o r  

p r o p e r  wa t e r i ng  r eq u i r e m e n t s .   S um m er  m a i n t en a n ce  p r ep a r es  t h e  t r e e s  fo r  f a l l  a n d  w i n t e r .   

P l a n  a he a d .   
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S t a r t  w i t h  t h e  c o ns t a n t  s u r v e i l l a nce  o f  f a s t  s um m er  g r o w t h .  W a r m  d a y s  a n d  c o o l  n i g h t s  

e n c o ur a g e  t h e  d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  n ew  t i p  g r o wt h ,  l o n g  i n t e r n o d es  a n d  l u s h  fo l i a g e .  

M a i n t e na n c e  m us t  i n c l u de  p i n c h i ng  a n d  p l uc k i ng  o f  t h e  g r o w i ng  t i p s  a s  w e l l  a s  c u t t i ng  

b a c k  t h e  b r a nc h es .   R e d u c i ng  t h e  b r a nc h  e x t e ns i o ns  e n co ur a g e s  s ho r t e r  i n t e r n o d es ,  

t i g h t e r  e v e r g r e e n  f o r m a t i o ns  a n d  d e v e lo p s  d es i r a b l e  t w i g g yn es s  o n  d e c i d uo us  t r e es .   T r i m  

a n d  s ha p e  u n wa n t e d  g r o w t h .  Ma i n t a i n  f o r m  a nd  de s i g n .   

 

A  r eg u l a r  p r o g r a m  o f  f e e d i n g  d u r i n g  t he  s um m er  m o n t hs  i s  i m p o r t a n t .   Re d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

n i t r o g e n  co n t e n t  o f  t h e  f e r t i l i z e r  m i x  i nh i b i t s  e x c es s i ve  g r ee n  g r o wt h  a n d  a l l o ws  t he  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  c h em i c a l  ch a ng es  t h a t  p r o d u c es  t h e  b e s t  f a l l  co l o r s .   Th e  b a s i c  m i x  o f  

c o t t o n s e e d  m e a l  ( 7 0%)  a n d  b o ne  m ea l  ( 3 0  %)  c a n  b e  a l t e r e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  b o n e  m e a l ,  

t h e r eb y  p r o v i d i ng  m o r e  p o t a s s i um  a n d  p ho s p h o r us  t o  h a r d en  t h e  wo o d y  g r o wt h .  I t  a l s o  

i n d u c es  t he  de v e lo p m e nt  o f  f r u i t  a n d  f l o w er  b u ds  fo r  ne x t  y ea r .  Do  no t  f ee d  p l a n t s  t h a t  

a p p e a r  t o  b e  s u f f e r i ng  f r o m  s um m e r  s t r es s  d u e  t o  o p p r es s i v e  h ea t  o r  m o i s t u r e  d ep r i v a t i o n .   

I t ' s  t o o  l a t e  a n d  r i s k y  t o  l e a f  p r une  i n  t h e  ho t  s um m er  m o n t hs .   I f  yo u  w i s h ,  y o u  ca n  d o  

s e l ec t i v e  p r u n i ng  o f  l a r g e  l ea v es ,  b u r n t  l e a v es  a n d  t he  o b v i o u s  u nwa n t e d  e l o ng a t e d  

b r a nc h es  a n d  c r o s s i ng  b r a n ch es .   K e ep  yo ur  p o t s  f r o m  g e t t i ng  t o o  ho t .  Ro o t s  a r e  ea s i l y  

d a m a g e d  b y  ex c es s i v e  h e a t .   B e  s u r e  yo u r  s o i l  s t a y s  da m p  a t  a l l  t i m e s .   K eep  t h e  h um i d i t y  

h i g h  a n d  t he  a i r  m o v i ng  a r o un d  a l l  o f  y o u r  t r e es .    

 

W a t c h  t he  w i r es .   Y o u  w o u l d  b e  s u r p r i s e d  ho w f a s t  s p r i ng  t r a i n i ng  w i r e  ca n  c u t  i n t o  

g r o w i ng  b r a nc h es  a n d  l ea v e  p e r m a n e n t  s ca r s .   T u r n  yo u r  t r ee s  t o  g i v e  t h em  eq ua l  l i g h t  

e x p o s ur e  a n d  e v e n  g r o w t h .   A vo i d  p la c i n g  t r e es  o n  d i s p l a y  b e nc h es  n e x t  t o  ho t  r e f l e c t i ng  

w a l l s .   B e  s u r e  t o  r o t a t e  f r eq u e n t l y .     

 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  r es t f u l  s u m m e r  p e r i o d  o f  b o ns a i  e n jo y m e n t  i s  a l s o  t he  m o s t  a c t i v e  

p e r i o d  o f  p es t  p r o l i f e r a t i o n .   B u gs  l o v e  t h e  co m b i n a t i o n  o f  w a r m t h  a n d  m o i s t u r e .   T h ey  

g r o w  a n d  a t t a ck  yo u r  t r e es  w i t h  r e l i s h .   K e ep  up  w i t h  r eg u la r  s p r a y i ng  o f  M a la t h i o n ,  I s o t ex ,  

S e v i n ,  O r t h o r i x  Do r m a n t  Sp r a y  ( L i m e  S u l f u r ) ,  e t c .   Yo u  p i ck  w ha t  wo r k s  b es t  f o r  yo u .   

A p p l y  u n d e r  a n d  o ve r  t h e  l ea f  s u r f a c e  b u t  o u t  o f  t he  h o t  s u n  a n d  n o t  j us t  b e fo r e  yo u  w a t e r .   

D o n ' t  a p p l y  a ny  c h em i c a l s  w he n  t em p er a t u r es  a r e  t o o  h i g h .    

 

N o  t r a ns p l a n t i ng  d u r i ng  t h e  s um m e r  m o n t hs .   H o w e ve r  c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  

P o m eg r a na t es ,  F i c us ,  B u t t o n wo o d ,  C o t o n e a s t e r ,  P y r a c a n t h a  a n d  m o s t  B a m b o o  ca n  b e  

r ep o t t e d  o r  t r a ns p l a n t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .   T r e es  t ha t  w e r e  de f o l i a t e d  l a t e  i n  J u n e  a r e  

v u l n e r a b l e  t o  da m a g e  d u r i ng  t h e  he a t  o f  t he  s um m er .   K e ep  t h es e  t r ee s  i n  p a r t i a l  s h a de  

u n t i l  t h e y  s t a r t  g r o w i ng  a g a i n .    

 

H A I K U PO E M  

 

A  s m i l e  b r i ng s  g o o d  t ho ug h t s  

O f  da ys  t ha t  a r e  f o r g o t t e n  

B u t  m em o r y  s t a y s   

 

 

B y  M a r t y  M a n n  

 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  ha s  b e en  ex t r ac t ed  f r o m  th e  r e c e n t l y  pu b l i sh ed  b ook  c a l l ed  ‘  B on sa i  

I d ea s ’ .©  By  Ma r t y  M an n .  M a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  to  b e  c o p i ed  w i th ou t  p u b l i sh e r  o r  au th o r ’ s  

p e r m i ss i on .  8 / 1 2  

A u gu s t ,  2 01 2  
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Michael & Amy Walsh, Sourav Ganguly, Michael Hearst,  

Roger Claassen 

 
Say hello to them when you see them 
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Orange County Fair 

July 17th - 30th 
 

I believe we have been doing a display at the fair for over 10 years, not sure what year we started. This year 
we reduced our presence at the fair to two weeks which worked out very nice. We were easily able to get 
people to display and fill the docent responsibilities. Everyone that worked the fair said that it went smoothly 
and that we had good interest in the display. We have already had one new member as a result of the fair and 
hope to get some more interest in our club. 
 
All of this would not be possible without the strong support of our membership. This year we had several new 
people display trees at the fair. It is always good to see members step forward and show their work. It is 
because of these efforts that Kofu Kai remains a strong club and successful in the promotion of the art of 
Bonsai. 
 
I wish to extend a special thanks to the Show chair people, Michael Viljak and Anthony Chiusolo for organizing 
the event. 
 
I also wish to thank those below for their work in showing trees, being docent and assisting with set up and 
tear down. 
 
 

 Thank you
 

Ron Reekers, Wanda Danesi, Dan Danesi, Joyce Battell, Larry Ragle, Nina Ragle, Dave Miles, Tak Nakamura, 
Ryan Nichols, Kaz Hosozawa, Ryan Cali, Harley Newman, John Kishel, Lynne Kishel, Joe Strubbe, Al Nelson, 
Howie Kawahara, Jimmy Nguyen , Harry Hirao, Bill Hutchinson,  Lois Hutchinson,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Joe Szabo, Carol Upston, Anthony Chiusolo, Manuel Martinez, Mike Viljak, Bob White. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 
 

NANPU-KAI presents BONSAI ’12 at Nisei Week Japanese Festival, Aug 

18th and 19th from 10am to 5pm at Japanese American Cultural & Community 

Center 244 South San Pedro St., Los Angles. 
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Kofu Bonsai Kai Show at the Bowers Museum September 25th to the 30th 

more information to follow 
 

 

 

Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention XXXV  “Ca l i - fo rn ia 

Dreaming” ,  a t  the  Doub le tree  Hote l ,  2011 Wes t  Point  Way ,  Oc tober  24,  25,  

26,  27  and 28 ,  2012 ,  Sacramento ,  Ca l i forn ia .  Add it iona l  in format ion 

for thcoming.  

 
 

 
Bonsai Tools and Supplies: 

 

If you need any tools or supplies from Everett Bassin, contact him at 714-827-0661 or 714-392-5149 
or email him at bonsaitools@mindspring.com.  He will bring them to the meetings.  He will not be 
bringing his entire inventory to the meetings. 
 
 

               
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Kofu Bonsai Kai is looking for someone who is interested in maintaining 
and updating our website.  Anyone who is interested, please contact 
Manual Martinez at 949-770-9633 or email manny22816@aol.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bonsaitools@mindspring.com
mailto:manny22816@aol.com


 

8 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 

 

  

 

                              

 

 

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
 
 
         None in August          

Special Thank You 

 

June Raffle Donations: 
 
  Manuel Martinez 
  Harry Hirao 
  Carol Upston 
  Gary Lai 
  Dave Miles  
  Al Nelson  
  John Deluca 
   
 

June Refreshments: 
 
   Manual Martinez 
   Tish Miya 
   Marge Blasingame 
   Wendy Tsai 
   Bob White 
    
    
    
    
    
 
     
    

 
    
 
    
 
 
  
  
 

  

  

  


